
Welcome to the May/June edition of the Rocky Mountain Reins! Newsletter.  This time of year is 
busy and exciting with lots of activities and events.  The Tom Foran clinic is an excellent oppor-
tunity to tune up horse and rider before the show season heats up.  Colorado Rookie Day is a 
great learning experience, plus you can win prizes! 
 
The RMRHyA have been busy planning their 2009 season.  Various activities have been planned 
for the year.  The youth will be selling chocolate bars specially packaged in RMRHA wrappers at 
the Larimer County show.  Make sure to stock up on these one of a kind items and support a great 
cause.  The Art of Reining is also in the works for the Summer Slide.  Read all about these activi-
ties and more in in the Youth President  article by Christi Gordon. 
 
This edition of the newsletter recognizes and congratulates the graduating RMRHA youth: Jordan 
McMahill, Ande Molloy, Kate Peine, and Royce Quintana.  Read all about them and their 
future plans inside. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Tom Foran Clinic 
May 16 & 17 

Tom Foran is a NRHA Top 20 rider and AQHA World 
Champion with NRHA earnings nearing $400,000.  He is an 
excellent youth and non pro coach of regional and national 
champions, including last years AQHA Select World champion.   
 
Tom will be conducting a 2 day clinic on May 16 & 17.  The clinic 
will be held at Shane Brown Performance Horses in Elbert, CO. The 
fee to ride is $350, with auditors at $30 per day or $50 for the 
weekend.  Get your reservation in early, as the clinic is limited to 15 
riders.  Contact Shane Brown at 303-660-5850 or e-mail him at 
sbph@skybeam.com to reserve your space. This is an excellent 
opportunity to improve your skills and to learn techniques to 
improve your score. 
 
• Tom Foran Clinic at Shane Brown Performance Horses 
• May 16 - 17 
• $350 per rider 
• Contact Shane at (303) 660-5850 or send e-mail to sbph@skybeam.com to reserve your 

space. 
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Penalty Box 
Kim Nordby 

Show season has started, and this is your 
year to show.  That’s right.  This is your 
year to step into the reining pen for the very 
first time.  Got your hat, got your show shirt 
and chaps.  Oh yea, got the horse too.  
You’ve been working hard, and you’re 
ready.  It’s time to strut your stuff.  Just one 
thing left to do  - paperwork.  
 
Non Pro Declaration, Competition License, 
NRHA Memberships -  it’s enough to make 
your head swim.  Well have no fear, the 
Penalty Box is here to help  you through this 
process. 
 
All NRHA approved shows require 
membership for both horse and rider.  All 
horses need a Competition License.  A 
horses Competition License is permanent 
and does not have to be renewed.   
 
A  NRHA membership is necessary for all 
riders.  If you’re planning on showing in 
Youth, Non Pro, or Rookie classes you also 
need to submit a one time Non Pro 
Declaration. 
 
To summarize the NRHA requirements: 
 
• Competition License for your horse. 
• NRHA Membership for rider 
• Youth, Rookie, and Non Pro need to 

submit a Non Pro Declaration. 
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Membership and Non Pro Declarations can 
be submitted to NRHA prior to the show, or 
at any NRHA approved show.  The 
competition license must be applied for 
prior to showing the horse, and can not be 
applied for at the show. 
 
In an attempt to make this process easier for 
you, the NRHA has these forms available 
for you on their website.  Go to nrha.com 
and you’ll see “Forms & Documents” 
available under the “NRHA” tab.  You’ll 
find the 2009 Membership Applications 
listed at the top of the page.  For complete 
membership and licensing information, 
please refer to the NRHA handbook 
available on the NRHA website. 
 
In order to be eligible to participate in the 
NRHA affiliate program, you must be a 
member of a NRHA affiliate. If you belong 
to more than one affiliate, you need to 
complete a NRHA Affiliate Declaration 
form.  For those of you wishing to become 
RMRHA members, you’ll find a 
membership application included in this 
newsletter. 
 
Still have questions?  Please don’t hesitate 
to ask them!  Feel free to contact any of the 
RMRHA Board members with your 
questions.  The knowledgeable and helpful 
RMRHA trainers are an excellent resource 
for you as well.  Contact information for the 
Board members and trainers is available on 
the RMRHA website, rmrha.com. 

Chuck Nesmith 
303-748-6877 

Trainers Tip 

Stops 
 

“You can stop a horse 
too much. Once your 

horse is doing 
everything correctly, 

stop stopping them for 
that day so that they will 

want to do it again 
tomorrow and not 
despise doing it.”  



(Continued from page 1) 
 
Please consider sponsoring the 2009 Summer Slide.  Board member Linda Hitt wrote an excellent article in  the March/April 
edition describing the costs associated with putting on a show, and that many shows are considered a success if they simply 
break even.  In these challenging economic times we all need to pitch in to help support our sport.  You’ll find a sponsorship 
application included in this newsletter.  Consider a sponsorship drive  -  join forces with other reiners and form a sponsor 
group.  Make it fun and challenge those around you to contribute!  
 
Read more about these activities and more in this edition of your Rocky Mountain Reins! Newsletter. 
 

Kim Nordby 
RMRHA Newsletter Editor 

kimnordby@yahoo.com 
719-460-6541 

Spring Rein (cont.) 
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Kate Peine, from Mead, Colorado, is one of RMRHA’s 
graduating youth members.  Kate, who attended Longmont 
Christian School during high school, plans on studying animal 
sciences at the University of Wyoming.  Her goal is to gain a 
more in-depth knowledge of animals and apply this knowledge 
to a career in the near future.  Furthermore, Kate is interested in 
studying sports medicine and possibly working for the AQHA or 
the NRHA after completing her college years.  
 
During college, however, Kate does not intend to stop reining.  
On the contrary, she hopes to rein during college and have 
horses as a constant part of her life after college.  Kate’s deep 
love for both horses and reining began to blossom intensely 
when a desire of hers was finally met in the seventh grade when 
she was given the opportunity to participate in 4H.  Kate, like 
many people, had always hoped to ride horses, yet that hope 
remained unfulfilled.  After her time in 4H, she began showing 
horses in Western Pleasure and Horsemanship classes with the 
AQHA.  Some time after this, Kate and her younger sister, Meg, 
began training under Mark Guynn.  It didn’t take long for Kate 
to spot Mr. Guynn on a reiner and grow to love the sport of 
reining.   
 
Reining is a difficult sport, nonetheless, and it gave Kate a bit of 
trouble.  For a while, she struggled with properly stopping her 
horse.  It was a constant battle, as she tried to sit correctly and 
accurately perform the maneuver.  After a great deal of hard 
work, however, Kate has finally been able to achieve her goal.  
Kate now encourages others, “Don’t get discouraged if you have 
a bad run.  Those will just make the good runs that much better.”  
“It takes patience,” she says.  Now, Kate hopes to ride in all of 
the RMQHA shows, qualify for the AQHyA World Show, reach 
the finals at the World Show, and show in the RMRHA Summer 

RMRHyA Graduate Kate Peine 
Ali Gordon 

Slide this 
year on her 
Q u a r t e r 
horse, Gallos 
Smart Chic. 
 
Today, Kate 
would like to 
say a special 
thank you to 
her parents 
for the time 
they have 
invested in 
her reining.  
She is grateful to them for allowing her to be involved in 
this sport that she so greatly enjoys.  Kate also thanks her 
trainers, Mr. and Mrs. Mark and Jan Guynn, for the time 
and dedication they have shown her.  She is thankful to 
them for teaching both Meg and her to be responsible 
youth.  
 
From Kate Peine, we can all see the victory of hope.  How 
easy it is to simply despair when discouragement seems to 
drown us!  Yet, Kate Peine didn’t follow ease…she 
followed hope.  It was hope that helped her through those 
difficult runs.  It was hope that helped her to continue 
pursuing her dreams when they seemed impossible.  It was 
hope that helped her reach her goals.  And it is hope that 
will help us when we don’t think we can make it any 
further.  So, next time we prepare to ride, let’s hold fast to 
the victory of hope!  

Kate Peine and 
Gallos Smart Chic 
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RMRHyA Graduate Ande Molloy 
Ali Gordon 

“Behind every cloud is a 
silver lining.”  This old 
saying aptly describes the 
experiences of eighteen year 
old RMRHA youth member, 
Ande Molloy.   Ande, who is 
preparing to graduate from 
Faith Christian Academy, 
became involved with the 
sport of reining because of a 
cloud in her life: a thirteen 
year-long struggle with the 
pain of arthritis.  Miss 
Molloy, from Golden, 
Colorado, hopes to attend 
Laramie County Community 
College to study nursing.  Her 
desire to study nursing also 

arose from her difficulty with arthritis.  More specifically, she 
has interest in helping people who are ill because she too has 
experienced life’s setbacks.  Even through her years of pain, 
however, there shone a light of hope…horses.  
 
It was originally this pain that brought horses into her life.   
Like many others, riding horses was therapeutic to Ande, but it 
didn’t stop there.  After having watched reining from the 
sidelines, she became hooked and knew that reining was 
something she wanted to pursue.  However, when she first 
began to rein, the sport proved to be more difficult for her than 
she thought it would be.  It was only through determination and 

persevering after failure that Ande Molloy did, in the end, 
achieve many of her goals.  Along the trail of failure and 
success, Ande experienced the blessing of learning from 
numerous different trainers, horses, and training methods.  
These experiences prepared her for tough rides she had ahead of 
her.  After a while, she did indeed taste the benefits of “hanging 
on even when it’s tough,” as the saying goes.  Ande’s hopes for 
the future now include her wish to have a family and a 
rewarding job.  She also desires to ride in all of the Colorado 
NRHA shows this year on her American Quarter Horse, Solanos 
Seventeen, also known as Hershey.   
               
After having ridden horses for eleven years, Ande can rightly 
encourage others, as she says, “Stick with it; it will pay off in 
the end,” and “Have fun!”  Also as a word of encouragement, 
Ande further suggests that riders should rein for the love of the 
sport, and not so much because winning is rewarding.                
                                                                         
Through Ande’s life, we can all catch the light of hope that 
glows behind pain.  For Ande Molloy, this difficulty with 
arthritis actually turned out for the best, as it gave her a love of 
horses, a lesson in long suffering, and a longing to care for 
people.  She has shown us that tenacious determination truly can 
prevail over even the greatest of odds.  Perhaps we too can learn 
from Ande that what seems like a burden that can’t be 
overcome, can actually turn out for our benefit if only we will 
maintain a firm resolve to never give up!  

Ande Molloy and 
Solanos Seventeen 

RMRHyA Graduate Jordan McMahill 
Kate Peine 

A phrase often heard at a horse shows is, “winning isn’t 
everything”, this rings true to Jordan McMall of Loveland 
Colorado; to Jordan winning is the icing on the cake. Having 
fun and learning from every ride is what is important.  
 
Jordan is a senior at Thompson Valley and plans to attend 
college in the fall. Jordan has three sisters; Shelby, Paige and 
Shay. Before she began reining Jordan rode barrel horses.  She 
started reining after her older sister Paige, and trains with 
Lance Shockley.  
 
Jordan’s achievements in the sport of reining are winning the 
Sagebrush Slide 13 and under and being a part of the Summer 
Slide team tournament, where her team took third place and she 
received a three hundred dollar scholarship.  
 
Jordan’s advice to riders that are just beginning is to stick with 
and to remember practice makes perfect and enjoy the rides 

you have - don’t always think about winning.  Go out there and 
have fun because that is what it is all about.  
 
This great advice can help us all and remind us why we work so 
hard for just a few minutes in the show pen. 
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“At the Larimer County 
Spring Charity Show, we are 
going to sell chocolate candy 
with the RMRHA logo.”  

This year is already off to a thriving start! 
The youth officers held their first meeting on 
March 28. Chad Hartmann, our new youth 
director, Jan Guynn, our former youth 
director, and Jim Gordon, an RMRHA board 
member, also attended the meeting. We 
discussed the upcoming shows, sponsorships, 
fundraising, and more. 
 
The “Volunteer Hours” rule, which requires 
all youth to attend a minimum of 3 meetings, 
volunteer a minimum of 2 hours at any 
RMRHA show, and participate in a minimum 
of 1 fundraiser, is now in effect. To receive 
your year-end awards, you need to participate 
in the Volunteer Hours rule, and fill out the 
Participation Forms, which are available on 
the website. Being involved is a lot of fun, so 
I encourage everyone to join in as much as 
they can!!! Also, the officers are in the 
middle of completing the Sportsmanship 
Award, which rewards the youth who 
enthusiastically participates the most. 
However, that doesn’t necessarily mean 
filling out the most forms or completing the 
most hours. Eagerness, involvement, and 
effort, are considered when we choose the 
winner. 
 
At Summer Slide this year, we plan to hold 
the Art of Reining contest again. I encourage 
all youth to submit their artwork; there are no 
entry fees, and the prizes will be terrific! 
Moreover, at the Colorado State Fair, on 
September 5, we are scheduling the Youth 

RMRHyA Youth Presidents Letter 
Christi Gordon 

Freestyle for the second time. Once again, 
entries are free, but the limit is 15 for the 
class. So start dressing up your horse and 
come ride!!! 
 
At the meeting, we also discussed fundraising 
ideas, and I want to prepare everyone for what 
is coming up. At the Larimer County Spring 
Charity Show, we are going to sell chocolate 
candy with the RMRHA logo on each 
chocolate. (Hint: Trainers ALWAYS go for 
chocolate!)Then, at the Sagebrush Slide, we 
are doing a Stall Cleaning fundraiser. At the 
Summer Slide, we are having the Art of 
Reining concurrent with a silent auction. At 
every show, we are selling RMRHyA T-shirts 
(for youth and adults), so you can talk to any 
of the Youth Officers or Chad Hartmann about 
buying shirts. Look out for flyers at the shows; 
they will update you on everything going on at 
that show! 
 
The biggest addition the youth officers want to 
make this year is a Youth E-Newsletter. At 
least once a month, we will email all 
RMRHyA members a newsletter to inform 
them of what is going on. We will include the 
minutes from prior meetings, calendar of 
shows, upcoming fundraisers, activities, and 
more. 
               I look forward to working with 
everyone this year! 

Christi Gordon 

Successful NRBC for RMRHA Members 

The 2009 NRBC was held April 13 - 19 in Katy, 
Texas.  The NRBC is one of the largest reining 
show, second only to the NRHA Futurity. 
 
RMRHA members made the 16 plus hour drive  
to compete in this prestigious event.    Josh 
Hattig was Reserve Champion in the Non Pro on 
Dudes Whippersnapper.   Liz Rammerstorfer 
tied for 13th in the Limited Open on Debra 
Smith’s gelding He’s At Bat.  Dana Cohen and 
Footwork Dun It tied for 22nd in the Limited 
Non Pro.  Devin Spencer and Gunnin For 

Christi Gordon 
RMRHyA President 

Diamonds were Champions in the Youth 
Unrestricted class, Reserve in the USEF 
Youth 14 -18, and  Reserve in the Youth 
14  - 18 class.  Genevieve Shifrin took top 
honors in the 10 & Under Short Stirrup class. 
 
Andrea Fappani was the Open Champion on 
Chromed Out Mercedes.  Shawn Flarida was 
Reserve on Wimpys Little Chic.  Jose 
Vazquez won the Non Pro Championship on 
Wound By Juice. 

 

RMRHyA Officers 
President: Christi Gordon 
Vice President: Ali Gordon 
Secretary: Kate Peine 
Treasurer: Marie Carrothers 

2009 RMRHA  
Membership Fees 

2009 RMRHA dues have 
increased to $30 for the 2009 
Individual/Entity membership.  
An Entity is defined as a LLC, 
Partnership, Corporation, 
Syndicate, Ranch, or Business.  
Youth membership dues 
remain the same at $10.   
 
Y o u ’ l l  f i n d  a  2 0 0 9 
Membership Application 
included in this newsletter.  
Send in your membership 
today! 



Colorado Rookie Day will be held 
Saturday, May 30 at the Colorado 
State Fairgrounds in Pueblo, Colorado. 
Clinicians include Shane Brown, Mark 
G u y n n ,  C h r i s t i a n  &  L i z 
Rammerstorfer, Chris Curton, Chuck 
Nesmith, Alan Pitts, Kerry Cogburn, 
and Devin Warren.   

 
In order to participate, you must be Rookie eligible or a youth under 
18.  The cost for adults is $225 and for youth the cost is $125.  
Overnight stalls and camper hookups are available.  Wear your best 
Hawiian attire and you might win a 
new headstall!  This fun filled and 
educational event begins at 7:00  AM 
with rider check-in. All riders will 
compete in a judged competition after 
lunch.  Prizes will be awarded, 
including Gist belt buckles. 
 
Go to the rmrha.com website for a 
registration form and complete details.  
You can also contact Wendy Lind at 
970-471-2789 or email to 
wendy@axialarts.com. 

Colorado Rookie Day 
A day dedicated to the Rookies! 
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2009 Show Schedule 

Mark your Calendars!  The 2009 Show Schedule (tentative) includes shows for everyone.  Enjoy the small show atmosphere?  
We have them.  Ready to step up and compete at one of the top NRHA shows in the nation?  Got it.  Whether you’re new to the 
sport of reining or a seasoned competitor, you’ll find the RMRHA shows cater to your needs.  Mark your calendars now so you 
don’t miss a thing.  Come on out and rein with us  -  We’ve got what you’re looking for! 

Rocky Mountain Reins 

Advertising 

The Rocky Mountain Reins Newsletter now offers 
advertising! Take advantage of this affordable opportunity 
to reach your target horse and reining audience. We offer 
business card, quarter page, half page, and full page  
advertising options.  The cost to members per issue is $15 
for a business card sized ad and $25 for a quarter page 
sized ad. Discounts available for 6 month and 12 month 
ads. The ads will be in color for the e-newsletter and black 
and white in the printed version. Take advantage of this 
great opportunity to reach more people with your 
advertising! Contact Kim at kimnordby@yahoo.com or 
call her at (719)460-6541 for more information. 

Quarter Page Pricing: 

• $25 Per Issue 

• $70 for 6 Months 

• $135 for 12 Months 
 

Business Card Pricing: 

• $15 Per Issue 

• $40 for 6 Months 

• $80 for 12 Months 

2009 Show Schedule 
April 22 - 26 
 May 20 - 22 

June 4 - 7 
June 19 - 21 
July 21 - 26 

September 5 - 6 
September 30 - October 4 

WSRHA Rifle Spring Classic 
Larimer County Spring Charity Show 
Sagebrush Slide 
Eastern Slope Slide 
RMRHA Summer Slide 
Colorado State Fair 
WSRHA Western Slope Slide 

Rifle, Co 
Denver, Co 
Pueblo, Co 
Castle Rock, Co 
Denver, Co 
Pueblo, Co 
Rifle, Co 

Riders learn from top 
local trainers,  and then 

compete in a fun, low key 
atmosphere for great 
prizes, including Gist 
buckles! Riders can 

compete in Rookie and 
Youth Rookie divisions, 

as well as a team 
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Shane Brown is the NRHA 
Professional Committee Vice 

Chairman.  Please contact 
Shane at 303-660-5850 or you 

can e-mail him at 
sbph@skybeam.com for any 

issues you would like brought 
before the committee. 

Cathy Irvin is on the NRHA 
Affiliate Committee.  Please 

contact Cathy at 303-337-9321 
or e-mail her at 

cirvin9901@aol.com for any 
issues you would like brought 

before the committee. 

continue becoming more involved in 
NRHA, showing at a non-pro level, 
and improving his skills by showing 
at the NRHA Derby and NRHA 
Futurity.  On the more immediate 
scale, however, Royce hopes to show 
in numerous competitions this year 
with many different associations.     
His deep passion for horses and 

reining began to grow at a young age 
when Royce’s mother trained horses.  
That early equestrian exposure led 
him to becoming involved with 4H 
where he learned the fundamentals of 
horseback riding.  From there, Royce 
b e ga n  r id i ng  i n  a l l - a ro u nd 
competitions with the American 
Quarter Horse Association, where, 

after a time, he was introduced to reining.  
Now, Royce Quintana trains and shows many 
of his own horses.  Through his riding, Royce 
has earned a $1000 scholarship and has 
qualified for the AQHA World Show for the 
last five years.                                                 

Royce knows that all of these 
achievements, however, have not simply 
appeared at the snap of his finger.  He realizes 
that it takes time to achieve any goal…
whether in reining or in life.  “Nothing comes 
overnight,” he says.  It is only through hard 
work and a big dose of patience that Royce 
Quintana has enjoyed so many achievements 
and reached so many goals.  He firmly 
believes that the greatest quality any of us can 
posses in riding is patience.   When we 
‘saddle-up’ next time, all of us need to take 
the advice Royce Quintana brings us – a little 
patience goes a long way.  
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The RMRHA has many talented youth 
members graduating from high school this 
year.  One such youth member is eighteen 
year old Royce Quintana from Boone, 
Colorado.  Royce, who graduated from 
Pueblo County High School, plans on 
attending Colorado State University to major 
in computer engineering.  While Royce has 
always had an interest in technology, that 
interest grew especially strong last year when 
he took a computer building class.  He hopes 
to pursue computer engineering not only as a 
major in college, but also as a career.  After 
college, it is Royce’s hope to embark on his 
journey in this field with a company 
committed to creating technological 
advancements.   

 Although many riders have a 
tendency to stop competing when they enter 
college, this is not the path Royce Quintana 
plans to take.  It is his goal to rein both during 
college and after college.  Royce wishes to 

RMRHyA Graduate Royce Quintana 
Ali Gordon 

Rocky Mountain Reins! 

Guy Vernon is one of three 
NRHA Elected Directors for 

the Mountain Region.   
You can contact Guy at  

303-621-2927 or e-mail him at 
slidenride@prodigy.net 

for any issues you would like 
brought before the board. 

Royce Quintana 

Summer Slide Vendor Information 
Gabe Garrision is in charge of the Summer Slide vendors. Any vendors interested in setting up 

at the Summer Slide can contact Gabe at  (303) 709-7665 for more information. 

Ali Gordon 
RMRHA Youth Writer 

NRHA Classes at RMPHC Colorado Gold in Pueblo 
May 8 - 9 Go to RMPHA.COM for details 

Steve Schwartzenberger is 
serving on the NRHA Animal 
Rights Committee.  Contact 

Steve at  303-651-1958 or you 
can e-mail him at 

scschwartz@skybeam.com 



Help Reduce 
Newsletter Expenses. 
Sign up to receive your 

newsletter via email 
when you renew your 

membership!   

 Membership is required to represent RMRHA at the NRHA Affiliate Finals.  If you are a member 
of other NRHA Affiliates and would like to represent RMRHA, you must designate RMRHA as 

your affiliate with the NRHA. 
Rider and Owner must be members to be eligible for RMRHA Year End Awards. 

An Entity is defined as a LLC, Partnership, Corporation, Syndicate, Ranch, or Business.  

$30 Individual/Entity $10 Youth 

Name: ____________________________________  NRHA Membership #_____________________________                              

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________   State:  ______________  Zip Code: _________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ If Youth please specify age: _____________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ Newsletter Preference (Circle One): E-Mail  Print 

  

May we publish your name, address, phone number, and e-mail in our RMRHA general 
membership booklet (Circle One)?  YES   NO 

 

Send payment to RMRHA, c/o Inga Guernsey, Treasurer 4541 Penrith Rd. Bennett, Co 80102 
 

Receive your newsletter via e-mail and help reduce newsletter expenses. 

2009 Membership Application 

3010 Schilling Ave 
Monument Co 80132 

R O C K Y  M O U N T A I N  R E I N I N G  
H O R S E  A S S O C I A T I O N  


